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Applicant: BM JEONG, A ClUTOWSKA 
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For: THERMOGELLING BIODEGRADABLE 
AQUEOUS POLYMER SOLUTION 



Art Unit: Unknown 
Examiner: Unknown 
Paper No: 1 
Our Ref. No: B-1537 
Date: 7/5/2001 



Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 



a 



'Or 



Applicant submits the following preliminary amendment to the abo^referenced 
application. No new matter has been added. 



h i the Specification: 

Please replace para^aph 86 on page 27 with the following rewritten paragraph: 



Tlie graft copolymer PLGA-g-F^P:G was synthesized by a one-step ring opening polymerization of DL- 
lactide, ghcolide, and epoxy terminated poly(ethylene gh'col) (PEG; m.w.=600) using stannous 
octoate as a catalyst. Tlie DL-lactic acid/glycolic acid/ethylene glycol mole ratio is 3.2/1/2.8, 
which was determined by H-NMR. Therefore, the grafting frequency of PEG is 4.7"n by mole. 
TiuM-eforf'. the grafting frequencx of PPXi is 4.7 by mole. Gel permeation chromatograph\ (GPC) 
using lii^hi scat ten 1112, and refracni\-e index detectors in stM'ies ("an gi\-e absolut(^ molecular wciL'Jn of 
ji'^!\'nv.^rs. \\\-^ . W\ at!. Anal, Cdnni. Acta, 1993, 373, 1 1 CiPC shows a uniinodal vwvw. The nuaiht^r 
a\-tM\age molecular weii^ht (Mn) and pol\-dispersit\' (Mw/Mn) of the polvancrs cUacrmiiK^d b\ (iPC/ 
using tetrahydrofuran ^\\\V\ as an elating solvent are 9300 and 1.5. respecti\-el\-. 1^h(a-(^for(\ th(^ 
4 -5 PEGs are grafted on a PLCiA backbone. 



